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The TIAA Paul A. 
Samuelson Award
for outstanding scholarly writing  
on lifelong financial security



Named in honor of the late Nobel Prize winner and former 
CREF trustee, the TIAA Paul A. Samuelson Award is given 
annually by the TIAA Institute to recognize an outstanding 
research publication that helps advance Americans’ lifelong 
financial well-being. A panel of distinguished judges selects 
the award recipient, and the TIAA Institute announces the 
winner each year during the annual meeting of the Allied 
Social Sciences Associations.

About the TIAA Institute
The mission of the TIAA Institute, a think tank within TIAA, 
is to enhance the financial security and organizational 
effectiveness of TIAA clients and society at large through 
in-depth research and thought leadership. The TIAA 
Institute’s work spans financial and longevity literacy, 
lifetime income, retirement plan design, behavioral finance, 
workforce issues, and health care trends, all critical 
components of lifelong financial well-being.

With a team of economists and program staff, fellows, 
and strategic partners, the TIAA Institute organizes 
symposiums on issues critical to the academic community, 
assembles leading thinkers with diverse views to explore 
key topics from multiple angles, sponsors rigorous 
academic research, and collaborates with premier 
organizations to expand the TIAA Institute’s reach and 
impact. The TIAA Institute’s award program recognizes 
leadership excellence in higher education and scholarly 
achievements in financial security.

This commemorative volume, Transforming 
American Financial Security, marks the 30th 
anniversary of the TIAA Paul A. Samuelson 
Award for outstanding scholarly writing on 
lifelong financial security. Since its inception 
in 1996, this award has recognized exceptional 
thinking that advances Americans’ financial 
well-being and research that embodies the 
intellectual rigor, practical relevance, and public-
mindedness that characterized Paul Samuelson’s 
distinguished career.
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